
 

ROČENKA AGRÁRNÍHO ZAHRANI ČNÍHO OBCHODU ČR 
ZA ROK 2013 

AGRARIAN FOREIGN TRADE YEARBOOK 2013 

(informa ční studie) 

Praha, 2014 



1 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
In 2013, the share of agricultural products in the total foreign trade of the Czech Republic 

increased to 5.0 % on the export side and to 6,5 % on the import side, i. e. above average values 

compared with previous five years. Within Czech foreign trade with the EU-28, the share of agricultural 

products was slightly higher (in 2013 on the export side 5.7 % and on the import side 8.6 %) while 

within foreign trade with third countries, this share was much lower (export side 2.3 %, import side 

2.6 %). 

Participation of the Czech Republic in agrarian foreign trade of the EU was relatively low. Czech 

share in total EU exports (extra and intra-exports) was 1.34 % and Czech share in total EU imports 

(extra and intra-imports) was 1.57 %. In comparison with previous five years, the share of the Czech 

Republic in EU-13 agrarian exports and imports decreased to 10.47 % and 13.89 % respectively (share 

of the EU-13 within agrarian exports and imports of the EU-28 increased at the same time). 

As for the Czech Republic, higher share of intra-exports and intra-imports in the total agrarian 

exports and imports in comparison with the EU-28, EU-15 and EU-13 is typical, which is due to 

geographical location of the Czech Republic (the Czech Republic borders just on EU members and 

does not have access to the sea), and to some extent also due to commodity structure of Czech 

agrarian foreign trade. 

In 2013, Czech agrarian exports amounted to CZK 158.9 billion and Czech agrarian imports 

reached CZK 182.8 billion. The Czech agrarian foreign trade balance deficit was reduced to CZK 

23.9 billion and coverage of imports by exports increased to 86.9%. 

Since accession of the Czech Republic to the EU, development of the Czech agrarian foreign 

trade deficit has not shown clear trend, which is caused by the fluctuation of trade balance with EU-28. 

In 2013 the negative balance of Czech agrarian foreign trade with third countries decreased year-to-

year, as well as in 2012, but long-term view reported its increasing trend. Balance deficit of Czech 

agrarian foreign trade with the EU-28 was CZK 11.7 billion and with third countries reached CZK 

12.2 billion in 2013. 

Year-to-year changes in Czech agrarian foreign trade balance are generally defined by several 

crucial, often plant, commodities. In 2013 particularly, by “canola oil”, “rapeseed” and “milk and cream, 

not concentrated nor sweetened”. In 2013, net exports of “canola oil” decreased in comparison to 2012 

by CZK 1.7 billion (but to the average of 2008-12 increased by CZK 2.7 billion), net exports of 

“rapeseeds” increased by CZK 1,4 billion year-to-year and net-exports of “milk and cream not 

concentrated nor sweetened” was higher by CZK 963,2 million in 2013 relative to the previous year.  

The leading Czech export commodities in 2013 were “cigarettes”, “wheat”, “milk and cream, not 

concentrated nor sweetened”, “products used in animal nutrition”, “canola oil”, “other food preparations” 

(HS 2106), ”chocolate and other food preparations containing cocoa”, “rapeseed”, ”beer”, “sugar”, 

“cheese and curd”, “sweet biscuits and waffles”, “sugar confectionery, not containing cocoa”, “live 

bovine animals”, “lemonade”, “malt”, “pig meat”, “milk and cream, concentrated or sweetened”, “bread, 

pastry, whether or not containing sugar” and “sausages and similar products”. On the contrary, the 

major Czech import commodities were, as in previous years, “pig meat”, “cheese and curd”, “chocolate 

and other food preparations containing cocoa”, “other food preparations”, “products used in animal 

nutrition”, ”meat and edible offal of the poultry”,  “soya oil cake”, ”cigarettes”, “wine”, “bread, pastry 

whether or not containing sugar”, “extracts and concentrates of coffee and preparations with a basis of 

these product”, “lemonade”, “coffee”, “sweet biscuits and waffles” and “citrus fruit”. 
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A lot of commodities are both the most imported and the most exported items (they are then 

more often net-import items). Larger differences in the commodity structure of Czech agrarian exports 

and imports are naturally evident within trade with third countries than with the EU-28. 

The most participating commodities in Czech agrarian foreign trade deficit were “meat and edible 

offal”. In 2013, their passive trade balance reached CZK 16.8 billion, of which “pig meat” comprised 

CZK 10.8 billion. The value of passive balance has shown an increasing trend, however, the pace of net 

imports growth in quantitative expression has slowed down, and in 2013, the passive balance even 

slightly decreased (its value increased by 2 % simultaneously). On the other hand, the Czech Republic 

reached the highest balance sheet assets in trade with “cereals” (CZK 9.7 billion in 2013). 

In 2013, changes of the signs of the trade balance value were occurred with “eggs” (to net 

exports), “sunflower seeds” (to net imports) and “products used in animal nutrition” (to net exports). 

Development of Czech agrarian foreign trade in 2013 reflected higher unit average import prices, 

while export prices do not influence them very much. Deficit of Czech agrarian foreign trade balance in 

2013 expressed with prices of the year 2012 decreased by more than one quarter year-to-year. 

The three major trade partners of the Czech Republic in agrarian foreign trade are (by sales) 

Germany, Slovakia and Poland, with a different sequence in exports and imports. List and ranking of 

the countries from/to which the Czech Republic imports and exports agrarian products has not changed 

for several years. However, less stable is the list and ranking of the most important net suppliers and 

net purchasers of agrarian products to/from the Czech Republic. Major net suppliers are Poland, 

Germany, Netherlands and Spain. The most important net purchasers are conclusively Slovakia, and 

then United Kingdom and Russia. 

In 2013, for the first time, the Czech Republic reported, within significant trading partners, mild 

agrarian net-exports to Switzerland (due to exports of “sugar” to this country). 

Czech agrarian exports in comparison with imports are characteristic by greater commodity 

concentration (34 commodity aggregates at the HS4-code level with minimum 1% share in Czech 

agrarian exports make two thirds, while 32 commodity aggregates at the HS4-code level with minimum 

1% share in Czech agrarian imports make three quarters), as well by greater territorial concentration 

(six major partner countries on the export side make approximately same share like eight countries on 

the import side). 

Participation of animal commodities in Czech agrarian imports has been reporting long-term 

increasing trend (although in 2013 decreased year-to year), while on the export side, where much more 

volatile, decreased in 2013 compared to 2005 (however increased compared to 2012). 

In Czech agrarian exports in comparison with imports, there is distinctly higher share of bulk 

commodities (cereals, oilseeds) and semi-processed products (live animals, raw milk, oils), as well as 

lower share of highly processed products and horticulture products. Trade balance deficit is reported in 

case of highly processed products (CZK 21.9 billion) and horticulture products (CZK 19.7 billion), and 

trade balance surplus is showed in case of bulk commodities (CZK 9.6 billion) and semi-processed 

products (CZK 8.7 billion). (Categories are defined by edited Regmi et al. (2005) classification). In 2013 

in comparison with the average of 2008-12, exports of processed commodities (highly processed and 

semi-processed) increased by 35 %, i.e. more dynamically than in imports, where increase amounted to 

24 %. 

Share of subliminal trades, which the Czech Statistical Office calculates for entities that are not 

obliged to file a report on dispatch and receipt of goods with Intrastat, increased to 5 % in 2013. 


